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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to develop a vocabulafy test

for Jordanian children so as to measure their
rscaption to vocabulary and consequently to measure
their verbal intelligence. The test was developed
to suit ordinary and handicapped children of 3-10

yoar

3.

old.

The study tempted to ansver the following questions:

Could the test distinguish between ordinary rate-
intelligence children aging from three years to
10.

Could the test distinguish between the ordinary
rate-intelligence children and handicapped
children of ages from three years up_ to ten
years,

Could the test distinguish between children of
simple cases of handicapping and those of severe
cases of handicapping aging from three years up
to ten years.

¥hat is the level of correlation ketween the
performance of ordinary children on the test
and their school achievement estimation.

The researcher has selected 200 picture

vocabulary items relating to the interests and
expesrience of the children aging from 3 years up to
10 years.
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To determine the items the researcher referred
to & pumber of references and relevant literature,
including Al-Munjed Dictionary and Mukhtar Al-Sehah,
The pre~test wvas conducted on a group of (96) male
and female children aging from 3 up to 10 years.The
test was corrected and the percentage of success on
every item was calculated for every age class,

The general percentage of success on every item
for all age classes had been found out.Whereupon the
vocabulary items that showed progress along age
vere selected.The non-progressive vocabulary items
along age were cancelled. The vocabulary items were
arranged in an order according to the general and

progressive percentage of success, within arange 10%
up to 91.25 %

Finally, the test consisted of 80 vocabulary
picture items. Every item was put on a special plate
that included other three picture items.Therefore
every plate contained four items on either the same
subject or form or on both of them.

The post test was administered on the sample of

the study which consisted of 200 ordinary subjects
distributed to four age classes ranging from 3 years
up to 10 years. Ths sample of the study was randomly
sclected from nursery schools and public achoeols

in Zerka district for the scholastic year 1985/1986,
A random sample of handicapped children was alse
selected for the study.The handicapped children were
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selected from institutes for the handicapped children

¥elfare in Amaan and Zerka.The number of them was

*50" children distributed to three age classes ranging
from 5 years up to 10 years. The class age of handica-

pped children ranging from 3=-4 -as not available.

To analyse the data the following statistical
methods wvere used: Percentage of success of the
children on the test, variance analysis,corr%lation
co'efficient.

The findings of the study showed that there was
an increase in the percentages of success hased on
progress of age. )

The percentage of success for 3-4 year age class
was 44,5 % for 5-6 year ago class was 55,96%, for
7-8 year age class was G64.11% and for 9-10 year age
class was 77.22 %. The general percentage of success
ranged from about 26% up to 94.5 %

The study also showed that the percentage of
success of ordipary children wvas better than the
percentage of success of handicapped children.lIn
coaparison with the adove mentioned percentage of
success of ordinary children, the percentages of
success of bhandicapped were:

percentage of success percentage of success

age class simple handicapped of severe handicapped
5=-6 38.2 % 12.4 %
7=-8 41.902% 20.64%
9=-10 44,13% 25.93%
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The finidingsof the study showed that the
results of the test not only distinguished between
ordinary children and handicapped children but also
distinguished between handicapped children
theaselves.

The study showed that there was a significant
difference at the level of signiticance (&< 0.01) in
the means of scores of the mental state cases among
the different levels of this variable.

There wvas also a significant difference at the
level of significance( &< 0.01) in the percentages
of children among the different age classes.The
study didnot show any effect to the interaction
vetwvoen age and the mental condition of children.

The reliability of the test was achieved by
using test-pre-test way. '

The vailidity of the test was achieved in the
following ways: The concurent validity between
correlation of the children acores on the test and
school achievement in Arabic Language and arithmatics,
Distrimination grades was made to find the correlation
item degree and {inal degree.

The study recommended the need for further
studies including large number of subjects so as to
standardize the scale to suit the Jordanian environment.
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